
SLIGHTLY IMPROVED

Physicians Make Statement Regard-
ing Mr. Dennis' O dition,

No QUESTI IIG PEBI T TODAy

Detectives Actively Interested in
the Investigation,

BUT HAVE -NO CLUES

Mrs. Ada Gilbert Dennis. who was mur-
derously assaulted by some one unknown
over a week ago, and whose condition has
been exceedingly critical ever since, was
belleved to be somewhat better this morn-

ing. The attending physicians were great-
ly surprised when they visited the hos-
pital and noted the change for the better.
Yesterday morning her condition was so
serious that her death.was expected before
many hours. A saline solution was admin-
istered yesterday, as stated in The Star,
and the patitt was .retored to conscious-
ness, but It was feared the effect would not
be lasting. The result, however, proves to
be slightly encouraging.
Mrs. Dennis spent a fairly good night,

suffering t-ut little pain, and this morning
her pulse was rather strong. Her tempera-
ture was nearly normal, and she had taken
nourishment.during the night. While there
Is apparently a change in the patient's con-
dition for the better, the doctors hold out
no hope of recovery. They have deter-
-mined that the patient shall be kept per-
fectly quiet. Her mind is a little clearer
than It was yestewday, and with absolute
rest and quiet,' It Is hoped a further im-
provement may follow., Mrs, Dennis must
volunteer a statement concerning the as-
sault committed upon her If any is made.
as the doctors will not permit her to be
questioned. Visitors are not permitted to
see her, although her sister was allowed
to enter the room yesterday &nd remain
only a minute.
But very few friends call at the hospital,

as they know they cannot see the Injured
woman. They rely upon the telephone to
get their Information, and one man is kept
busy answering the calls.
Egert to Get Ante-Mortem Statement.
Mr. Alexander H. Semmes, assistant dis-

trict attorney, made two trips to the hos-
pital after 3 o'clock yesterday afternoon
and spent more than two hours there, en-
deavoring to obtain an ante-mortem state-
ment from Mrs. Dennis. When he reached
the hospital, Mr. Semmes was told that
she was in about as good condition to talk
as she would ever be. Accompanied by
three detectives who were on duty he went
to the room occupied by her and made an
effort to gain from her something which
would bear on the tragedy. At one time
be ftlt that success would crown his ef-
forts. but soon afterward the sick woman
male contradictory statements. After re-
maining with her fully an hour he went
away and returned about 7 o'clock. On
the occasion of his second visit he found
the patient apparently suffering consider-
able pain. Her answers, said Mr. Semmes,
after the close of the interview, were simi-
lar to what might be expected from an
intoxicated person. She contradicted her-
Felf a number of times when responding to
alue-tions. It is explained that her brain
was not very active, requiring considerable
effort In responding to questions.
Several times Mrs. Dennis' answers indi-

cated that she had not remembered the pur-
port of the questions. Mr. Semmes said
his two visits had been productive of noth-
ing which would render assistance to the
officers. His experience in the sick room
last night. he said, was an unpleasant one,
and judging from the wounds as he saw
them. ue thought the woman's recovery
would be marvelous. In his opinion, he
said, the blow which fractured the thick
part of the skull over the right eye must
have been delivered with great force.

Regarding the Weapen.
31sjor Sylvester and Captain Boardman

ar still of the opinion that the seat of
the piano stool was the weapon used in
the vase. It Is discovered that there is
more blood on it than was at first sup-
;p--l. The seat. it is argued, acted as a
shitld and prevented the spurting of the
441-d toward the person who wielded It.

.Yt'rday it was found by the police off-
cials that the seat weighs six and one-half
pmunds. Nothing else In the shape of a
wapon has been found.
Nothing has yet developed in connection

with the overcoat found In the catch-basin
at the northeast corner of 13th and Nstrefts. three days after the murderous as-
sault was committed. Many persons whose
coats had been stolen have called at head
quarters and looked at the garment, which
has not yet been claimed. While no for-
mial offer of a reward has been made in
the case by the police Major Sylvester
cay.s he wilt pay liberally for any informa-
tion which will be of assis'tance in solving
the mystery.

THE~JUIilOR REPUBLIC.

'To Replace the Batiding Uraed
Yesterday.

The burning of the building at the Na-
tional Junior Republic yesterday, as report-
ed in The Star, was caused, It Is believed,
by sparks from the wash room, which
were blown into an unoccupied room on the
second floor. A feature of the disaster
was the bravery shown by the boys in en-
terin~g the burning building and rescuing
much of the furniture on the first floor
andI some even of the things upstairs.
When the flames first burst out one little
boy was In an upper room confined to his
bed with sickness. Mr. Turner, the super-
intendent. rushed through the smoke and
flames and brought him out.
Mr. Thos. C. Noyes, president of tihe

board of trustees, said today that the insti-
tution would not stop a minute on account
of the loss of the building. "It is an ex-
tremely unfortunate thing, of course," he
said, "'especially at this time of year, but
it will be met, as alt crises at the republichaves been met, with a Oirm reliance on di-
vine providence, and the generous dispo-sition of citizens here and in Baltimore.
The new building just completed will be
used for all departmnents temporarily, and
immediate st'eps will be taken to erect a
building which will probably contain only
dining rooms, kitchen and quarters for tilematron and such girls as are at the re-
public."
Mrs. Archibald Hopkins, whose address isl826 Massachusetts avenue, who is a mess-

-ber of the board of trustees, said today;"In view of the dsaster whieb has be-
fallen the Junior Republic in the burning
of its building yesterday, cnaning Its
kitchen and dining room and girls' ropsbeside, the reom of thee empioyes, I ven-
ture to appeal to the public, who, always
generous, are doubly so at this Christmastime, to give generously toward a new
building. ThIs fire follows onai weeks of
isolation from scarlet fever. The new
buIlding is done, but not quite paid for,
and still to be furnished, but I will start
at once to collect funds Ser another and
appeal to every genirous person to helpmse. Those who can 1ty give times let
them send something for thap kitchen-adish, a plate; anything, no maatter whaat.Let every one wth, at this haneay aepson
to expecting seome petted child home sendsomething, large or ameRn Let wery onewho has lost a~ ebd seni something inloving memory. Every one can afford to
give aomethling, and the sooner the better
in this ease. Money an* articles can be
sent either to Mr. Than. C., Nees atThStar building, or t- n.et my home, or ennotjcation at either place they will be sent
for?'- o

An abihitieraof Adltuene6b4e
The .Stat. Dep'artmentl-ibnfme by

,Consl Freemen at Copenhaen that anm
hibitisn of aptaMbeuM)hfh in that
city in April nezteaigthe anetm of the
Danish Autsielr Club ad the Boseeipt
for the Piludsse WIndIE* The

U. WAXUMWS EWPYUR.

It Is Said to ea Regtaa to

The Treasury Dpreeelve
letter from Wilbur F. WEkiman. whose
resignation as appraiser of the port at
New York was recently requsid. The
contents of the letter have not been made
public, as Secretary Gage is Ia New Yet
and has not seen the letter.
.It is stated that the letter eontains a re-
fuss] to resign, declr~g that Mr. W:e-
man has done nothing to resign for. He
defends his course and enters a long
detailed statement of his connection with
the affairs of the offie,

REamfNG 3E3tilt.
SUit to Test Constitkt'oMality of Petr-

booml Tax Law.
Hearing as begun late this afternoon

before Justice Clabaugh in Circuit Court
No. 2 in cennection with the proceedings
instituted several weeks ago to test the
validity and constitutionality of the so-
called personal tax law in the District Of
Columbia. The title of the case is John B.
Heald, George E. Hamilton sad D. W.
Baker, committee of Eugene Peters luna-
tic, against the District of Columbia for
writ of certiorari.
The hearing is based directly on a mo-

tion to quash an amensment levied against
the personal estate of Eugene Peters.
The argument entails the reading from

a large number of legal authorities. Attor-
neys A. S. Worthington, D. W. Baker, M.
J. Colbert and C. L, Failky appear for the
petitioners, the District of Columbia being
represented by Attorneys A. B. Duvall and
E. H. ThOM==

NATIONAL FOREST RsERE.

The President Sends a Stroag Recom-
mendation to Congress.

President Roosevelt today sent to Con-
gress a letter strongly commending the plan
for a national forest reserve in the southern
Apalachian region. The letter accompa-
nied the report of the Secretary of Agricul-
ture on this subject. The President states
that the facts as ascertained set forth an
economic need of prime importance to the
south, and hence to the nation as a whole,
and they point to the necessity of protect-
Ing through wise use a mountain region
whose Influence flows far beyond its borders
with the waters of the rivers to which it
gives rise. After referring to the marvel-
ous variety and richness of plant growth in
this region the President says it is un-
surpassed for purposes of a hardwood re-
serve, and he. earnestly commends the pro-ject to Congress.

DEPARTURE OF CUBANS.

They Wil Return to the City After
Congress Meets.

Mr. Abad, representing the economic so-
cieties of Cuba, and Sen-or Gamba, presi-
dent of the Cuban commercial delegation,
who came to Washington to endeavor to
secure trade concessions from the United
States. left here this afternoon for New
York. whence they will sail tomorrow for
Havana. They will return to this city
early in January to continue their efforts to
secure favorable legislation from Congress,and It is understood that they will be ac-
companied by many influential merchants
of Cuba.

BRAKEMAN FALLS TO DEATH.

Slipped From Top of Freight Car and
is Crushed.

George W. Davis. twenty-six years old,
a brakeman employed on the Baltimore
and Potomac railroad. was runw over In the
Anacostia freight yard this morning by a
train and instantly killed. His body was
removed to the undertaking establishment
of J. William Lee, and Acting Coroner
Nevitt was notified. He made an Investi-
gation and gave a certificate of accidental
death.
Davis slippedroim a freight car. He fell

across the track; and the wheels pass d
over his body. Life was extinct when the
body was picked up.
The deceased lived at No. 11 N streetsouthwest, fromn which .place his funeral

will take plac.
PENSIONS FOR CLERKS.

Provisions of a Bill Introdneed by
Representative Gillett.

Representative Gillett of Massachusetts
Introduced a bill In the House today by re-
quest for the retirement of government
clerks on pensions, the funds for the pen-
sions to be raised by an assessment of 2
per cent on the salaries of employes In the
departments.
The bill provides that the new system

shall go into effect on July 1, 1902, when 2
per cent of the earnings of every employe
In the classified service shall be deducted
and deposited in the treasury to constitute
a civil service retirement fund. The bill
also provides that this fund may be In-
vested in government bonds.
The pensions are in no case to exceed 75

per cent of the earnings of the employes re-
tired. and shall not exceed $1,500 a year to
any person. Persons eligible to retirement
on pensions are those who have worked ten
years under the civil service and have be-
come visibly or mentally disabled for serv-
ice; persons who have reached the age of
fifty years and who have been employed
for th!rty years in the departments; per-
sons who have reached the age of seventy
years and have been employed for thirty-five years. The bill provide. fol' the es-
tablishment of a retirement bureau wit. a
chief at a salary of $1,800 a year.

NO SALE OF PHILADELPHIA MINT.
None of the Bids Reached Upset Price

PHILADELPHIA, December 19.-The old
United States mint site on Chestnnt street
below Broad was offered for sale at auc-
tion this afternoon, but no genuine bids
were received. Secretary of the Treasury
Lyman J. Gage was present. He declined
to say anything concerning the attempted
sale.
When the site was offered by the auc-

tionteer two voices In the crowd hid a mil-
lion and a half dollars, but as they were
below the upset price of 12,000,000 set by
the government no attention iras paid to
them. The auctioneer then announced na
sale. Secretary Gage repaired to the Union
League, where he was the guest of the
president.

Do Windt Starts on Long Trip.
PARIS, December 19.-Harry De Windt

and his companions, who wili attempt to
reach New York by traveling oterland,
started this morning, on their way to Ber-
ing Strait.

Strikes Legal in St. Louis.
In the St. Louis circuit court yesterday

Judge Talty decided that strikes were law-
ful, and that any number of men may
band together to enforce a demand for an
Increase of wages by leaving the service
of their employers.

Wor a Universal Langage.
A bill to promote an litnational confer-

ence to formulate a universal language
was introduced in the House today by Rep-
resentative Cudasmann of Wighington. The
Mil authevises the Presidnt to, Invite all
nations to take part In a conference in this
city, October 1. 1gU --
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TWO TmIWS M_ 0-1,_
Brims Wrek he110

One Account Says Two a

Another Three Were Kiled.

COACHE-8-- CATCR FIRE

SAN FRANCISCO, December 19-The
north and south-bound oveiland trains on
the coast division of the Southern Pacifc
came in collision about 2 o'clock this morn-
ing near San Ardo, Monterey county, 180
miles south of this city.
News of the-collision is very. meager and

conflicting. Rt AM It was reported that
at least ten people werp killed, and fifty in-
jured.
A pamsenger on, one of the Arains tele-

phoned the Associated Press from San
Lucas thAl only thm=. were killed-a fire-
man and ahgam-asimian and his helper-
and.that four-Italian laborers were injured,
none of them fatally.
Later another passenger wired that three

were killed and thirty Injured, many of
them fatally.
Following is the iHst of casualties: Killed

-Mr. Garland, fireman; Wells Fargo mes-
senger, name unknown.
The injured - John Carogana, Mrs.

Wrigbt. L. L. Oston, A. A. Irvine, Ida
Sorsburg. John Kelshaw, Mrs. Felipe, Mr.
Randadore, Salvander buena Borso, Chris-
tian Jensen.
Mr. Saberino, Joe Rundee, John 0. Jor-

don. George Meeker, Chris Hendrickson, H.
C. Martin, Emmon Beerier, John G. Will-
iams. A. E. Wakefield, Mr. Holcomb,
Charles Wasson, Mrs. Holbridge.

This Message Says Two Killed.
A message from Salinas to the Assoeiat-

ed Press says the coroner has been notified
that two were killed and that eighty peo-
pie were injured, fourteen fatally. The
railroad officials in San Francisco say their
reports show three killed and none serious-
ly injured. General Manager Krutschnitt
of the Southern Pacific was a passenger on
the north-bound train.
There is no telegraph office at Uplands,

where the wreck occurred, and reports
come from San Lucas and San Ardo, small
villages several miles away.
G. F. Richardson, master of transporta-

tion of the Southern Pacific Company, said
to the Associated Press:
"The accident was due to the fact that

the engineer of the south-bound Sunset
limited failed to obey the instructions sent
to him to stop at Uplands. His train was
behind time or the dispatcher would have
ordered the engineer to meet the north-
bound train at San Arao, the usual meeting
place. Our reports indicate that the first
news of the wreck was greatly exaggerated.
So far we have news of but three fatalities.
a fireman, a baggageman and his helper.
I cannot estimate the number of injured at
this time, but I am certain that it will not
be large."
The following story of the train wreck at

Uplands was telephoned to the Associated
Press from San Lucas by one of the pas-
sengers. Reports from other sources con-
flict with the San Lucas story as to the
numbel' of the fatally injured,- but the
main details are believed to be correct.

Report From San Lueas.
SAN LUCAS. Cal., December 19.-The

north and south bound Southern Pacific
Sunset limited trains came together in
head-on collision at Uplands at 1:06 this
morning, and two men, the fireman and
baggageman, were killed. Four Itallabb
who were in the smoking car of the north-
bound train were bruised and scalded, but
not fatally. Both engines were-demolisghd
and the baggage, smoking and chair cars
on the northbound train were burned.
None of the cars on the southbound trdin
was injured and none of the passengets
was hurt.
The killed are:
Fireman Gerber,
Baggageman Garland.
It is stated the cause of the accident was

the failure of the south bound to wait at a
siding at Uplands. Instead of waiting the
train went past the siding at the rate of
thirty miles an hour.
Half a mile beyond the siding it crashed

into the north-bound train from Los An-
geles, which was going at an equal rate of
speed. Just as the crash came both engine
crews jumped for their lives. All escapedbut Fireman Gerber of the north-bound en-
gine, who was crushed to death.
Both engines were completely wrecked,and the baggage car piled on top of the en-

gine. The smoking car of the north-bound
train, in which there were half a doen
Italian laborers, was also smashed and four
of the Italians were badly bruised and
scalded by escaping steam. None of them
are believed to be fatally hurt.

Passengers in the Chair Car.
la the chair car were a number of first-

class passengers. Sheriff Pease of Monte-
rey and a man named Kelshaw of San
Ltzis Obispo were bruised, but not seri-
ously.
Immediately after the collision tihe bag-

gage car of the north-bound train caught
fire and Baggageman Garland, who was
crushed in the wreck, was burned with his,
car. The chair car was also burned, but
all the passengers had managed to get out
in safety.
The first reports of the wreck were great-

ly exaggerated. There is no telegraph sta-
tion at Uplands, and messages have to be
sent from San Ardo, four miles away.
Wrecking crews and surgeons were sent
from Salinas and San Luis. Obispo.
The track is completely blocked, but a

temporary track is being built around the
wreck and traffic will he resumed today.
There was intense excitement among the

passengers of both trains when the collision
occurred. Both trains were heavily laden
with passengers, many of whom 'were
asleep. Many of them rushed out into the
night air without waiting to dress, while
others went to the assitance of the train
crew, who were engaged in getting out the
Italans from the smoking car.
The passengers are waiting at San Lucas

and will probably resume their journey to-.
day The inJured wiRi be taken to laninaw.
It is reported that -the All-American base

ball team was on the south-bound train,en route to Los Angeles.

Duel With Pistols In a Rooms.
Daniel Bradbura and DaSf4 Pagan

fought a duel to the death in a small room
of Bali's beading house Unlonatown, Pa.,where both men lived. Bradburn was
killed, and Pagan is In jail with a bullet
wound in his aide from the effect of which
he may die. Fagan had acused Bradbuarnof stealing money from him. and the latter
went downtown, purcemd a revolv'er, anid,.returning, challenged ]Pagan to get his
gun and fight it out. Fagan immediately
went to his room and get his revolver, and
the fight was on in deadly earnest.

Dr., Kase Held for Treasen.
Dr. Krause, the former governor of .To-hanabsburg, who ia charged with high

trea-on and having Inetted CormeiinaBroek-ne the er-public eeetpr Oofan- r (who wasn 4 iplem-.
ber Us)rta murder ibEnglish lawyer atted
staff, was SormailM14~the Bow street poliee cet rd4tyesterday._________
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n e " receive
trea imiipof a courti1
Bartfefourto of spe-

tives werk Ape murder of
First Lieutt. Aier, 2Mt Vol-
unmteer I a well-known
and popula gof this city.
Lieutenant on the road
fro alooenta near the city
of 1arenu6 In ryeffort was
then made to'=manants, but
for many M no ofthem could be
dwscovered. Te
The four were Age-

pito Ygnaci64 lled band
of Insurgentf Bento
Clemor, lieu The
offieers were of com-
mand In a 'number of
the members in the
ordinary cInhatants
of the countil in ambush
on the road fron oocaa Novaliches.
Lieut. Brewr, at e time * his death,
'Van acting-as er in -additon to his
regular 4 with an
enlisted in his ~ as* on is
way to Iip aon
When tihe t the hid-

Ing plaI of pin band, the natives
opened ire ob 'inigdeuteiant Brewer
and the private-ha dismounted from
their hers, it Is' stied, iantshelter,
threw down their revolvers and raised their
arMas in- . The band then
surroundedY v-qed them to a point
some fifty scant, 4tripped them
of their clot6hdg.nade them kneel and
killed them. by stabbIomEin the back
with a dagger and shooting the other from
behind with a revolver.
"The accused, Agapito Ygnacio, Plo Sac-

dalan and Benito Clemor," says Gen. Chat-
fee In reviewing the case, ."personally or-
dered and participdted I n the consumma-
tion of this barbarous crime;" and he ap-proved the sentence of Imprisonment at
hard labor fbr life Implesed by the court-
martial on the three natives mentioned, the
-fourth, Manuel- Lema, fhaving beed acquit-
ted by the court.- ,,
Lieut. Brewer. s ft, graduate of the

Western High .choo),and was prominent In
all Athletic spo'rts 4.thgt instltutloi. stood
high In his studletafi'was very well liked
by all who knew him.

- INDUSTRAL SCHOOL9.

Bill IUtrodneed V* Senator Nelsom of
Local Intesest.

Among the bills introduced in the Sen-
ate yesterday were two by Senator Nelson
providing for induktvisa schools. The first
of these authoris"s the appropriation of
money for the establlshInent of schools for
the Industrial eduqtion .of the youth of
the country In every county of over 5.000
population in each st4 of the union. The
second provides a #ten of education for
the territories igcea ig the recently ac-
quired Islands. Motmthis system of schools
$1,000,000 is sugkesd for the District of
Columbia and for Porto Rico
and the Philippi the territories. It
is set forth in ' cond bill that the
schools shall ished "to .the- end
that all chldre become intelligent,skillful, efficen4 d elf-supporting citi-
zens."

GENERAiIjD OFFICE.
Btul for $10,0" Deeiemey Passes the

A bil carrying0;00 as a deficiency ap-
propriato for t eeril land office was
passed by the IL ,oday, ^under unani-
mous consent, by .Chairman Can-
non of Abgk ,a gtqpj~tA committee. Mr.
Cannon explain th4 the bill was made
necessaryIn o 94.-ry on the work of
transcripts and recordsoof plats in that of-
fice, where a nuiber'orcopyists- are em-
ployed at $2 per <Wr. These employes are
not under the civil serice act, but are re-
garded as temporary clerks,- for which an
appropriation has to be, made- each year.
Mr. Cannon explained that he hoped to get
the bill through theiSenate today also, and
that when the appropriation was made in
the regular way hereafter he -should rec-
ommend that only -one-twelfth of the sum
appropriated should be expended each
month. This would avoid deficiency appro-priations for this work hereafter.

MEMORIAL TADLET DEDICATED.
To Massachusetts Soldiers Who Died

in Andersonville Prison.
ANDERSONVILLE, Ga., December 19-

The Massachusetts memorial tablet, erect-
ed on the site of theold war prison here,
was dedicated todays
Major E. S. H~Iid president of the

Massachusetts Asuiqtion of Er-prisoners,
presided, and prayer- was. offered by Com-
rade Curtis, cketalhan of :the assooiation.
The monument was turned over to Massa-
chuetts In a brief address by C. M. David,
chairman of The committee, and It was ac-
cepted by Lleut. Goev. John L. Bates, who
made the address of theiday.
The Massachusetts party numbers thirty-

five, and all of the conmmissioners- were at
one time Andersoum~ie prisoners.

Dates for Sailius of Transports.
SAN FRANCISCO, -December 19.-The of-

ficlals of th' tansport service have an-
nounced delnnte dM for the departure of
transports for Mairla -The Sherdam~winl
depatt on J3anusay the Kilpatrick on Jan-
uary 1, the Thomie-'on February 1, carry-
ing the 29thr~Ifaut1*% and the -Grant will
sail at about--the dame time on a special
trip with insular employes and school
teachers. --

Sapisesed Suliie in London.
LONDON, December 30l9.-Hugh Keke-

wich of the flran of Morrison, Kekewich &
Co., a leading mesiaber of the metal ex-
change, died sudeiy this morning. It Is
said that he. cmmitted suielde. The belief
prevails thp.t Mr. Kek4wich recently suf-

rerdhavylosses -Ia eopper. The -metal
exchange ,a claosa- ark of sympa-
thy. He had sufferefifrom lnsnmwia

Another cat' Ia- De ae Sagas.
NEW XjiG1 , .ceibbr 10.-Arbuckle

Brothers liave redud 4ea:pJoe of refined
sugar five gitsa b. ~ -

Pow Om-mae TOU ho artas.

of the Tresausvyde Pende t~bh Thomas-
of this e1W M Wing to reperty and
supplies te naeincgme easecthe rebel-

jaesens i~~b~ mat u.
The dirisI~ ~4 aws p the

War Deprtmea put fer pumancauno
today &g that the ens-
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Shnino BBRom bI bek

House Makes Canal Bill a Special
Order.

NOMINATIONS OONFIRMnD

After the vote on the Philippine revenue
bill yesterday there was a general exodus
of immbers of theRouse for their homes
to SPend the Christmas holiday, and today
when the House mest there was a, veste Of!!a"nI jeati. f's'edanof hi'H ne
was brtef. Some odds and ends of bislneI
wire disposed of.
Mr.' Cannon'(Ill.) aski unanin=us 'con-

sekt for the consIderation of a bil for a
d4nalency abroiriatioi* of mA000 for fur-
nihing tianscripts of reoords in the gen-
eral land ofice. The- employes who were
doIng this work, Mr. Cannon said, wore
mostly women, and he appealed to the
Rouse In the spirit of the yuletide season to
pan the bill. There was no objection en
the bill was passed.
The enanem of the President relative to

the creation of an Apalsaalan forest fe-
serve was laid before the House.
Mr. DeArmond (No.) at this point rose to

a question of personal privilege. ie saidthat while he was absent In the Philppines
a report was circulated in his state to the
effect that the rural free delivery service
was being held up in his district until his
return. "I desire," said Mr. DeArmond."to present some testimony'to disabuse the
minds of those who may have been misled,to uncover those who may have been hyper-critical and to confute those who may havelied."

Not a Matter of Priviege.
He thereupon sent to the clerk's desk and

had read a letter sent by him to the first
assistant postmaster general asking thatofficial what his status was to be in regardto appointments In the rural free deliveryservice in his district.
Mr. Payne (N.Y.) made the point of order

that the letter did not constitute a ques-tion of personal privilege.Speaker Henderson held that a contro-versy with a department about patronagedid not constitute a matter of privilege. ItIt were, he said, members might constantlyarise on such pretext to air their griev-ances.
Upon Mr. De Armond's representationthat he would develop a question of privi-lege, however, the Speaker allowed him toproceed. A second letter from Mr. DeAr-mond to the Postmaster General was sentto the desk, but as soon as it was read bothMr. Payne and Mr. Grosvenor renewed thepoint of order that no question of personalprivilege had been presented.Mr. Grosvenor's point was that if a mem-ber of the House, in his legislative capacity,chose to Invade an executive departmentfor the purpose of patronage, unless it

was charged that such action Involvedmoral turpitude, it presented no question ofpersonal privilege.
The Speaker seemed inclined to think thatboth points of order were well taken.But Mr. DeArmond Insisted that reportscirculated in his district were false and in-jurious to him in his legislative capacity.

Mr. DeArmoad's Statement.
The Speaker finally ruled that no ques-

tion of personal privilege had been pre-
sented. whereupon Mr. De Armond asked
and obtained unanimous consent to make a
personal statement. He proceded to ex-
plain that reports were circulated In his
district that he had caused action on free
delivery Jleutes to be helil up during his ab-sence In the Philippines; that those reports
were circulated by those who lied and knew
they lied. He read letters addressed byhim to-the first assistant postmaster gen-eral last April. none of which, he said, hadelicited a reply. He also had read a letterreceived by him after his return from theorient, but dated July 8, saying a certainrural free delivery route would be estab-lished, and another dated July 6. sayingthe action spoken of in the letter of July ahad been "held up" to await the final ac-tion of the Postmaster General.Mr. DeArInond said he wondered whetherthe Postmaster General, who had just an-nounced his purpose of leaving the cabinet,
was going because he was wearied by thegreat labor of solving this question.In conclusion, Mr. DeArmond declaredthat the department had not treated. him"frankly, fairly or In a manly way." Ithad not answered the pertinent question re-garding the division of carriers betweenthe parties. He charged that the courseof the department wa~s in the Inetofcertain republigan bosses in Missorn oneof whom hoped to get into the nitedStates Senate.
Canal Bill Made a Speeial Order.
Mr. Hepburn asked unanimous ca.et

that the Nicaragua canal bill be made aspecial order for Tuesday, Januar'y 1, and
to continue as a special order until disposed
of, not, however, to interfere with revenue
or appropriation bills.
Mr. Cannon asked whether the passageof the bill would embarrass the executiveIn securing the right of way throughi Nica-

ragua or Costa Rica,
Mr. Hepburn said he knew of no nego-tiation that would he interfered with bythis legislation. On the contrary, he said,legislation must precede acquisition, thebill itself providing means for the acquire-ment of the right of way.
Mr. Richardson, the minority leader, saidthis was in no sense a political question,and there was no objection to the proposi-tion on his side of the House.Mr. Cannon said he was in favor of thebuilding of the cnl, but ho thought thereshould be a place to put the canal before it

was authodlsed. As this was a requs forconsideration, however, he said he wouldnot object, and after somne further di' s.

sion the order for the consideration of the
bill was maae.

At 1:4 the House adjourned until Jan-uary 6,19.
THU SUNATh.

In the absence of Mr. Frye of Mine,

president pro temn., Mr. Perkins of Cali-

fornia presided over today's session of the

'She bill temporarily to provide revnn
for -tha Philippine E-tn.-eb-s a
passed by the 1weof Repe.metavs

yesterday, was referred to the conmitilmesn

on the Phllippines.

A bill to incriese the official bont of the
United States marsIbal -of Alaska in takain.

cases to: 55,9was introgs! b# Mk.

Roawr and passed without referaeoze-
mittee.-
At I2:4 the Snatea on moteo of Mr.

Hale. went into exentve Minik.

The Sena conermed time fosb sesn-
-H. N. Priog, etrepWma hAnsa

3eben D) S. 11 i metnena e

o roo ealogoamm 0er wha
fi." bow On..e-a.--f spon the e..ess
of Ammedemn tap mim S MOasO, ban s-
toted to Wasames.'and this m-rai

ma left a 1013 May at the State Do-
eWr t. TheIMaslater left the egrem
0e s as completios er epen. ntawe-

ties at the ever , meIer to he St
positim to oanan to a cos=m=s as
svesdy s posssla.any negetiatis asses-
Mary to the cmpiltion at the NIcaragan
canal project.
WhileaproaIee ba already baen s

the tanits umsa wieth a treaty
be 5eeo rring pe- the United
the V 0w and nonmmer prIv-flags for eewntion of a canal

through NIcaragua, the outtine is of the
vegest -haroater, and the gos-
ment haabomasree largiserati

upon Its mante in the settlement of de-
tals, & mark of o=alieas rarely eashbited
Ir eosetlon' with me large an undertak-
in
It'wl not bie Amibs IS Sestetary Hayand Minister Corrqam to sign a treaty much

as described IN advace of legsiation by
Congress. The - 0tive at present ab a
authority to OabN any no to Nie-
aa:ga, Md h 1oest CoNgraMaiklauthoriwnein. so that unti en at the pan-lng eaXW ula m anafted Intolaw asesy
for aeqhremmemt at rights em e mae .
Lord PauneWftt, the i- amuastee.
is daily expecting to ree ve notie roum his
goverImenteat at Ito appreval and emt.eaion
of the Hay-Paunoeste treaty. and as sen
as he has thin he wlln Wrrne with secre-
tary Hay the ate apes which the fnar ex-
Change of MUSMaetloom Of the treaty 011a
take place.

II DEVO03B COURT.

Petitles Fied amd Dee-ees Sigue4.-
Orde- Revkee.

Justice Bradley. in Equity Court No. 2.
has signed a decree granting Aln B.
Hughes a divorce from Walter Erwin
Hughes on the ground of desertio. The
petitioner Is given leave to resume her
maiden name, Bennett.
A decree has also been signed by Jun-

tice Bradley granting William H. Despot
a divorce from Birdie Despot on the
grounds Of desertion and infidelity.
The divorce proceedings. Instituted by

Martha S. Starkes against Thonsa. H.
Starkes have been dismissed by Justies
Bradley, the court holg that the testi-
mony was Insufficient to sustain the alle-
gations of the petition.
The order of Md.smm. of the petition for

divorce filed by Laey William. Against
Warner Williams, entered last Saturday,
has been set asid by Justice Bradley, and
the cause referred to an examiner in chan-
cery for the taking of further proof.
Suit for divorce has been filed by James

T. Anderson against Bessie M. Anderson.
Willful desertion Is alleged.
Justice Hagner. In Equity Court No. 1.

has signed a decree granting Mary R. E0lis
a divorce from William A. Ellis on the
ground of cruelty and desertion.
A decree has been signed by Justice Brad-

ley, in Equity Court No. 2. granting Els-beth 0. Wiliam a divoree from William E.
Williams on the ground of habitual drunk-
enness and crueity. Mr. Williams is given
the custody N the two children of the
couple.
Mabel Bond this afternoon filed suit to

secure a divorce from James Bond. allegingcruel treatment and desertion.
A petition for divorce was this afternoon

filed by Catharine E. Campbell againstWilliam Campbell. Cruel treatment is
charged.
The Supreme Court of the District of Co-

lumbia was this afternoon asked by Corne-
lius T. Belt to grant him a divorce from
Elisabeth Q. Belt. The petitioner accuses
his wife of being an habitual drunkard.
A petition for divorce was dled this after-

noon by William V. McClarren. who seeks a
separation from Ella MaClaren.

CONTROLAL'S DEC5101N.
Ban=ce of Import Daties Available

for Perte As.
Mr. Tracewell, the controller of the

Treasury, has decided the question as to
whether the balance of $397,902 remaining
undisposed of of the total sum of ,11,-
h26, collected as Import duties on merchan-
dise coming into the United States from
Porto Rico prior to the date of the taking
over of the Island until the Foraker act
went into effect, is subject to further al-
lotment to Porto Rico. The controller
holds that it Is.
The act of March 26. 10, provided that

the revenue collected on these Imports
should be returned to Porto Rico, of which
all but $7,M9 has been turned into the
treasury of the island. The recent deci-
sions of the Supreme Court held In effect
that these duties were wrongfully collect-
ed and therefore most be returned to the
Importers, which has been done as rapidly
as their claims were proven. The effect
of the controller's declsion is that the whole
amount collected must be returned to PorteRico and a lik& amount to tam Importers,
so that the government itsetf will amai
$2.1B,6 by the trnmaas an

Deeislemsans--ma.i cart.
Hen'ry Gat, Indiedt for assault with in-

tent to kill, the omplaining witness being
John TN. C. Newaon,- has been convicted In
Criminal Court No. 1. The defendant was
remanded to await the further action of
the ceurt.
In the same court John Mahaney, charged

with assaulting George L. Y tedry apolcean, with Intent to hima, was
placed on trial this afterasca.
Charles Magruder,- convicted in Crimial.

Court No. I of larceny fromn the pe.n
Involving the theft of mammy and a peket
book from Susie A. Parker, haa bees sen-
tenced by Justice andeson to imprismn-ment for two years in the penitentia..y at
Xoundmtile, W. Va.
Jcuekh Underswned, Indited for hiue-breang at the resManos of Natta P.Edmnunds, was acquitted today in Crimina

Court No. 2.
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FINANCE AND TRADE
Aauaa~ owe me-I
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- - VTmi
Good Demand for Union and

Southem Pacific.

GEKERAL MARKET REPORTS

Rpmeetehetsoe seuf
NEW YOR. Deesmber .--Trading ta

todays stock market Was retarded by the
Uncertainty et tile acion to be taken at
the afterae motiag 4W ths. btactors of
the Amalgamated Oiper Osmpany. A on-
smeraebl volume of short stack was repur.
Chased ftr fear a rufy st allow the
dividend aa-socument asd new short sell-
lag was puakpose tr a ienar reason.
The pedetioms eate *em the peawing

of an dividads to O grobs payment at
the rtoe eC 4 Per eat. When the weret is
known the IrI argues that the stsk will
pass lato & Idemrmame stplafe and anow
the railroad shares, "o m aong natural
liem.. [andiet advices annaunced a further
cut in the ptice 9t the produet. but en this
die little attention was paid to the action.
The hsaviness of Standard Oi stock and

the cut In the price of that esamodity to
regarded as a part a gaAew seheme to
secure some advantage Ia both coper and
on
The msetbela are severely Mtle.s" and

there Is a geneal w that tee movements
of this faction might be eliminated from the
stock exchang and the Gel et possible in-
jury contracted. At 3 o'elock the vice
president of the copper company was re-
port" to be atteading a maeing in Brook-
ya, thus delaying action on the dividend
question until the close of the day.
Union Pactilc was strong under a good
dend based on earnings. the annual re-
port being sail to show something close to
10 per cent earned on the common stock.
Now that Mr. Harriman as recovered it
is thought the report will be given out
early aet week. The character of the buy-ing in Southern Pacific was Called -d
and evidence of acemoulatlon sar noiced
whenever the general market is arm.
Atekhnc alp" she" splendid supportand there are reasons for believing that

the pool in that ssue will become active
after the new year. Earutage keep upand there are certain assiuties plane for
the property, which are relied upon to add
materially to its value.
The coal stocks were strong at betterprie. due to a reported increase in rates

January 1. al the satisfactory condition
renected In current earnings.
The rumor that Erie first preferred mayget its full 4 per cent rate at the meetingnext month helped to attract some new

business to the Erie group. Readings held
wel, and the higher priced issues found agood investment inquiry.
The Steel stocks were very dull, under a

mixed demand. but held well In spite of
the decreased business. A few of the out-
aide companies reflected a better demand.
but the commiion houses reported littleinquiry for industrial properties.
Money ruled in fair supply around 5% per

cent and there was less uneasiness on that
score. Brokers appreciate the fact that
overspecuation would undo all that was
accomplished by last weeks liquidation
and are advising caution In consequence.
The more sanguine temperament of the
London market. due to improved conditions
in the Rand. While detracting from the In-
terest in Americans, Is regarded as a most
encouraging symptom and may developInto an Important factor next spring.
Copper was advanced sharply during the

final hour. and the character of the de-
mand suggested the best buying by insid-ers since the price dropped below par.
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